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disinfectant, when he utterly slow. 
tary medicine. In the second place, I have not yet 
seen any proof that these substances are superior to our 
ordinary disinfectants, but much evidence to the con¬ 
trary. 

_____ H. C. W., Jr. 

£ ur £F ive Action of Ipecacuanha in Diarrhoea 
—Dr. Thorowgood, before the Clinical Society of Lon¬ 
don ( Lancet , May 24), read notes of two cases of persist¬ 
ent and alarming diarrhoea which yielded promptly to 
doses of from two to five grains of powdered ipecacu¬ 
anha thrice daily, aficr 4iav>ng resisted all ordinary 
treatment. 3 
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i tie most convenient known 

'test of the activity of an antiseptic—*,<?. a destroyei 
of disease-germs—is believed to be its power of killing 
bacteria and similar low forms of vegetable life. Now, 
the experiments of the great advocate for the use of 
carbolic acid (Dr, Sansom) have shown that a large 
number of substances are more active in destroying 
microscopic organisms than is carbolic acid, and that 
the corr osive sublimate is about eight tim es as strong, 
onc'pavTof the m ercurial~sSti n Gooo parts of water 
sufficing to kill organic germs, whilst one part of car¬ 
bolic acid in 7Jojja_rts % qf w at or is required for the same 
purpose^* 
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HlLALfjsij.jgRKUA* MEDICAL 


Edvtord .McN., a sobe\ industrious shoemaker 
working ^ home, was somewhat depressed by\he loss 
of a child, and the next day Vas himself taken sick 
with purging, vomiting, and cranW in the stomach and 
legs. The Itools were liquid fmcali matters at first. \His 
wife gave him boiled milk and water to drink, and the 
subsequent pWes consisted of diiu\d milk, with little 
or no change ol color (alkaline in reaction). The matters 
vomited had thV same appearance, and here not Bitter. 

The next molning, on being summoned I found the 
patient partially Elapsed. I immediately administered 
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Dr. Jeannel {V Union Medicate , tom. xii.) arranges 
teahe disinfectants as follows : 

of i. Oxidizing Agents —air, oxygen, ozone, hyponitric 
bsacicL 

th 2. Dehydrogenizing Agents—c Marine, hypochlorites, 
c £ io din e, bromin e ♦ / . \ 

n- 3, Deoxidizing Agents —sulphnrous acid, sulphites, {JJ 
^ hyposulphites. 

tl 4. Desulphurating Agents and Coagulators of Albu- 
o minous Matters— Iphe, salts of alumina, of zinc, of 
lead, of iron. 

5. Antiseptic Agents, which kill germs—carbolic acid, 


its congeners and substances containing it, thymic acid, 
etc. *** *► 1 

6. A bsorbmg Agents— chare0 al. 
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* I the Hancock Girls’ Grammar School las* 

* J week. Her retirement from the Principal’# 

_^fs. // chair was the occasion of a demonstration by 
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si Dk'th op an Old Citizen —Samuel Mc- 

Dougall, well Known to old theatre-goers, 
died on the 27th of September, aged 82 years. 
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A co&uespondent of the Builder 
|>e had occasion to examine room b 
hy you u g lad lea for m an 11 fae turs n s? 
nnd he has observed that while th 
in one loom would be very ehecrlul 
Uiy, the occupants of a similar 
were employed on the same kind < 

-were all 1 tie lined to be m ej n n ch o| y, a ti a 

pla ned of a pain Jn the forehead and 
find were often ill and unable to work- 

“'ll? £!**?“« hG COUEd the rooms 

was that the one occupied by the healthy 
workers was wholly whitewashed, and that 
occupied by the melancholy workers wag 
colored with yellow ochre. As soon as the 

SffiTJrtSSF^f he i mtJ th£i yellow ochre 
washed off the walls and then whitened. At 
vnea an improvement took place In the heal 
find spirits of the occupants* 
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flame will point inwards from the current of cool 
iii M comes from without- A more^eitain way 
to sechre the proper- amount of fresh ail is to }ia\e 
anbpening on opposite sides of the room, so that 
the air will circulate through the chamber as much 
as possible* Remember not to have the curren 

pldj over the bed on which the P^7°\SSere S 

an the person might catch a cold. > , , 

pur,, an- no other way, and some rooms are so constract^dth 
l!f ll ™tn i ! c . no other means appear possible, it is hettevto open 

ing com, the windows and escape the e Sects o 1 ‘ ’ 

bv putting an extra covering over the poison- 
Should there not be two windows ^the chambe ^ 
raise the only one you have and open the door a 
' little. If no means suggests itself to you by which 
a desirable amount of pure air can ^ Permanently 
secured, bear the matter m nimd, a som e da 
when your physician comes in, ash him about it. 
Persons who habitually sleep in such badly yentila- 
ted houscs are seldom compelled to wait long tor 

n „V a T yV’i\rciT'in.n fill fill tilings, £LS it 
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Oiv the question is, how much pure air does it 
_VM V1U ’t 1° al ! swer this purpose '! You may have some 
L 1 ' k ‘'! 1 01 Lt i when you remember that an ordinary man 
/Sspoils not less than a gallon of pure air 

muiutc Tins is sixty gallons an hour, or near five 
hunched in eight hours. In round numbers, about 
twenty-five flour-barrelf uls of pure air are re- 
'ahruf in a 8in $ e for breathing purposes 

Not only is the air of a room made impure by 
breathing, buiut is made impure by the gas we burn 
as a tight, f It is estimated that an ordinary burner 
...consumes ab much air as eleven men would do : that 
is, one ga^unicr in ^rge-quarters of an hour 
coiisimiBaag- inucii-aiT-ms would answer a man for' 
a whole night --- 

If there is an ordinary stove in the room, it do- 
stroys as much air as would twenty-five men. All 
t hese things and estimates must be thought of when 
yon hesitate sometimes about putting up or lotting 
down a sash of lights a few inches, & 
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1 were saved, and in sixteen the children. 
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EXTRACTS FROM DR, ERICHSEN'S ADDRESS ON AMERI¬ 
CA] I SURGERY. 

* And first, as to the Professi in, I may at once say that 31 appears to me 
occupy in America, relatjv ly to the rest of the community, a far 
I higher social status than it dc $s in ^iis ^ounisy, The reason for this 
fi A 0 PI A A-r /I seems tokrahly obvious. In the absence of an exalted hierarchy in an 
Wy X.y C --s .A^ established church and of great dignitaries of the law, these professions do 

not offer sufficient Inducement for men of the highest intellectual oaJibre 
(AdPIPpAs l ° ei1iter t ^ em - Medicine therefore stands prominent as probably the 
best-educated, certainly the nio t scientific, and consequently, in a coun¬ 
try where education is so widely diffused and so much regarded, the most 
respected, of the professions, J nd in the absence of ail titled classes, it 
can socially more than hold Sts Own in competition with the trading and 
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^ S) J financial elements which are suehl prominent constituents of the society of 

LJpP C-X^P g most of the Am crteam ci ti es . Pe r mips, also, the high posi tion that medicine 
occupies is owing, in some respecV to the greater uniformity of practice 

rvLA^vi I 1 


that prevails among medical men n 
in the Law there is no division into 
cine there is none into physicians. 


\ America than with us. For, just as 
barristers and solicitors, so in Mhdi- 
surgeons, and general practitioners. 
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In America it is attempted to accomplish by 
improved construction of hospitals, and by close attention to hygienic 
requirements, those great results which we are here driven to attain by 
* antiseptic' methods of treatment, J n consequence of the ignorance m all 
matters that relate to the hygiene of hospitals that prevails among the 
architects and managers of these institutions, an undue burden of anxiety, 
responsibility, and care is thrown upon the surgeon, who is now unceas¬ 
ingly engaged in combating septic disease ; and in order to keep down that 
rate of mortality which is the direct consequence of septic hospital in¬ 
fluences, he is driven to the employment of elaborate and complicated 
methods* of antiseptic treatment. Cleanliness in its broadest sense is the 
best and most efficient antiseptic. If the constructors and conductors of 
hospitals were acquainted with or would adopt those hygienic rules on ( 
which hospitals should Rebuilt and imBstd, if hospitals were not over- 
crowded, if the system of ventilation was perfect, if there was a continuous 
water-supply, a proper isolation of wards and distribution of patients, the 
causes of septic diseases would not be generated. Those foul and filth- 
begotten diseases, pyaemia and hospital gangrene, would disappear, and 
antiseptics, in the absence of septic influences, would become unnecessary. 
Contamination of hospital air would be prevented; we should not, as now 
under defective hygienic arrangements, first allow the pollution to ta e 
place and then be driven to the use of antiseptics in order to prevent 
infection of wounds by the already septic-laden atmosphere. Under the 
present system we begin at the wrong end. Instead of preventing the 
possibility of atmospheric contamination by perfect hospital hygiene, we 
allow the septic poison to be engendered, and then, before it can be im¬ 
planted on the wound, seek to destroy it by the employment of chemical 
agents. * 
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